
Early Years at Little Snoring Primary School 

   At Little Snoring Primary Academy most children start their journey with us in  

   reception, their final year of the Early Years Foundation Stage. This very important year is pre-

paring them for all of their future learning and successes. We work closely with parents and our feeder 

nurseries to ensure the transition into our school is a smooth and happy one.  

 

It is our intention that children grow a love of learning through play and carefully planned activities, which 

allows us to meet the requirements and guidance in the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, to en-

sure we can support our children’s healthy development. It is with careful planning, teaching and assess-

ment our children acquire knowledge and skills in 7 areas of learning and development with the aim to 

achieve the Early Learning Goal by the end of the year. 

 

We endeavour to embed the Characteristics of Effective Learning in all that we do because we know this 

is the way children learn best. We encourage children to ‘have a go’ and investigate by playing and ex-

ploring. We provide experiences and encourage concentration,  determination and perseverance to 

solve problems and challenges as they actively learn. We actively encourage children to share and de-

velop their ideas, identifying links with previous learning and developing strategies by supporting children 

create and think critically. 
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Early Years at Little Snoring Primary School 

Our EYFS Offer 

Challenges: Each week we set children 

challenges to practice the skills  they 

have learnt in the direct teaching. In 

Reception these are optional however 

children are often motivated to do them 

and we celebrate this learning. 

Direct Teaching: This is where we intro-

duce new  learning beyond their imme-

diate experiences.  We teach new skills 

and knowledge in order for the children 

to meet the Early Learning Goals and 

prepare them for our KS1 curriculum. 

They may complete tasks independent-

ly , with adult support or in groups. 

Continuous Provision: We provide op-

portunities for our children to learn 

through play. We know children learn 

best through play and we value all play 

opportunities to work towards the 17 

areas of learning in the EYS curriculum. 

Enhanced Provision:  This is where we 

lay out extra resources in our classroom 

to follow children’s interest or enhance 

learning from our direct teaching. This 

could be from a story, a festival or sea-

son.  

Next Steps: All our children  have a next 

step that they are working towards to 

make progress. We could have a focus 

on reading, writing or maths and just 

gives opportunity for some 1:1time with 

an adult throughout the week and filling 

small gaps of knowledge. 

Intervention: We know that some children 

need sessions to boost their confidence in small-

er groups and 1:1. We work with children in this 

way if they need further support . For exam-

ple—1:1 tutoring in phonics or Time to talk to 

develop speaking and listening. 
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Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 

The characteristics of effective learning underpin everything we do for our children 

in reception. 
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Early Years at Little Snoring Primary School 

Physical Development 

 

PE 

Children have access to high quality PE lessons 

alongside the year 1 classmates. Children learn 

the basic skills to support 

them with their  sporting 

ability as they move into 

KS1 and KS2. Out door learning and Forest 

School 

Our children  take part in regular 

outdoor learning where children 

have opportunity to run about 

and play in our extensive outdoor 

area. We are lucky to have the 

most beautiful forest are which of-

fers opportunities for the children  

safely climb, balance, move 

around to explore the woodland 

developing gross motor skills. In 

forest school sessions, held by 

qualified forest school teachers  

they learn to use tools to create 

which helps develop their fine mo-

tor skills. 

Wider  Provision 

Children have a wide range of provision to devel-

op their fine and gross motor skills: 

Balancing 

Bikes—balance bikes, tricycles,  

Large  construction 

Outside gym equipment 

Trim Trail 

Messy play 

Writing opportunities 

Play dough JW 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 

Emotions 

Children begin to learn  vocabulary to describe their be-

haviour. They learn that all emotions are OK and how they 

feel. They begin to learn ways to regulate their behaviour. 

Celebrating Greatness 

The children learn to celebrate their own   and others great-

ness. 

As part of this we cover the uniqueness of a child and children 

learn to  regulate their behaviour. This is reflected in  our dojo 

behaviour. 

Playground 

As the  children mix with older chil-

dren on the playground at play-

time and lunchtimes they learn to 

play with and alongside other chil-

dren as well as see positive be-

haviour modelled. 

Managing situations 

Inevitably children face challenges 

with their friends. Children are taught 

how to have positive relationships and 

restore situations through careful  

modelling and supporting children to 

self solve situations. We give children 

scripts and actions to help them deal 

with tricky situations in a positive way. 
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Literacy 

 

We provide opportunities to develop communication and language  and Literacy skills all around our provision. 

Our adults model language and talk to the children to develop thinking  and strategies. We have writing oppor-

tunities throughout our provision as well as having a dedicated area. 

 
Grandma Fantastic 

Grandma Fantastic arrives in our 

classroom from time to time to bring 

fabulous new vocabulary 

Read Write Inc 

Children are taught phonics using the 

Read Write Inc programme. The daily, 

ability grouped sessions allow the chil-

dren to learn to phonics in order to read 

and write. Assessment take place regu-

larly to review progress and  groups are 

Talk for Writing 

The children have access to high 

quality texts and learns writing 

skills beside their Year 1 class-

mates. When they are ready they 

have opportunity to apply these 

skills into  writing. 

The Wider Curriculum 

For language to develop alongside 

ideas and imagination our children 

need experiences. We endeavour to 

enrich the lives of our children by visit-

ing our local  area and inviting visitors 

into our school. 
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Talk through Stories 

We love books! Reading is embedded throughout or prac-

tice to develop a love for  books and reading. We read to 

the children regularly and the children can access books  

throughout our provision. 

Some books we read for pleasure and unapologetically 

read again and again. Others we take our time with pick 

out our favourite phrases and vocabulary and look for op-

portunities to use these throughout our day. 
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Mathematics 

 

The White Rose Hub 

We carefully plan and deliver lessons in a 

sequenced way to embed the foundations 

needed for the maths in in KS1 and KS2. 

They learn a deep understanding of 0 to 10 . 

Provision 

We offer tasks and challenges around out 

provision to support our maths curriculum. 

 

Maths is everywhere in our provision from 

working measuring equipment in the con-

struction areas to natural resources and 

loose parts to gain an understanding of sub-

iting, measuring, and special awareness. 

 

The children’s individual next steps can re-

flect our maths curriculum.  
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Understanding the World 

 

Past and Present 

Children learn about the concepts of past, present 

and future by understanding their own  history and 

then move on to learning about  events such as 

The gunpowder plot.  

People, Culture and Communities 

The children learn about their village  

and surrounding areas. 

The Natural World 

Children under-

stand the world 

around them and 

about themselves. 

We explore the 

seasons throughout 

the year 
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Expressive Art and design 

 

 

Areas of provision 

The children have constant  access to materials to 

create 

Music 

Stage shows 

Cooking 

Learning to perform—assemblies, productions 

Small world 

Large construction 

Home corner and Role Play opportunities 
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Our Curriculum—Works on a two year cycle 

Children in reception take part in directed learning when they are ready and then 

explore these concepts through enhanced provision and challenges. 
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